Name:      
Background Questions
Click on the link Introduction to the Holocaust to answer the questions below 
1. “Holocaust” is a word of Greek origin meaning

 FORMCHECKBOX 
holy war.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
sacrifice by fire.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
war casualties.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
night terror.

2. In addition to the Jews, the Nazis targeted all of the following groups EXCEPT the

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Gypsies.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
handicapped.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Jehovah’s Witnesses.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
French.

3. The Nazi’s “Final Solution” to the “Jewish Problem” was a government policy that  called for all Jews to

 FORMCHECKBOX 
leave Europe and move to Palestine.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
work for Germans without pay.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
convert from Judaism to Christianity.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
be exterminated (killed).

*Go to the pages “Confronting Genocide” & “Anti-Semitism: The Longest Hatred” to answer the following questions
4. Acts of Genocide against a national, ethnical, racial, or religious group can include

 FORMCHECKBOX 
killing members of the group.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
causing serious bodily or mental harm to members of the group.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
deliberately inflicting conditions of life on a group calculated to bring about its physical destruction in whole or part
 FORMCHECKBOX 
all of the above.

5. The term anti-Semitism means hatred of

 FORMCHECKBOX 
women.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Jews.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
religion.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Soviets. 
www.historyplace.com/worldwar2/holocaust/hol-pix/campsmap.gif
6. According to the map and its key, _____________________was a Nazi death camp  located in Poland.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Bergen-Belsen

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Gross Rosen

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Dachau

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Auschwitz

www.historyplace.com/worldwar2/holocaust/h-statistics.htm
7. The percentage of the Jewish population killed in Poland during the Holocaust was

 FORMCHECKBOX 
14%

 FORMCHECKBOX 
33%

 FORMCHECKBOX 
69%

 FORMCHECKBOX 
91%

8. The total number of Jews killed in Europe during the Holocaust is estimated to be

 FORMCHECKBOX 
95,342

 FORMCHECKBOX 
1,135,269

 FORMCHECKBOX 
5,962,129

 FORMCHECKBOX 
12,640,341

Next, you will complete a virtual tour of the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum.  You will visit several online exhibitions and respond to the passages you read and the pictures you see.  Answer IN YOUR OWN WORDS!

·  “Hidden History of the Kovno Ghetto” (Click on “continue” until you get to the main page) 
· This will take you to the website that tells the story of the people who lived in this ghetto.

· Click on “Introduction”
· Read the introduction.  What was the purpose of ghettos?  
     
· How did the people in the Kovno Ghetto rebel against their captors?
     
· Now click on “Invasion” 
· Why were pro-Nazi Lithuanians upset with the Jewish population?
     
· Now click on “Secret Archives”
· Why did the people in the Kovno Ghetto keep an archive?
     
· Click on some of the picture thumbnails on the different pages.  
· Describe the picture you think is the most powerful. EXPLAIN your answer!
     
·  “Buchenwald Concentration Camp”

· Read the statement by Dwight Eisenhower.  Why was it so important for him to visit Buchenwald after it was liberated?
     
· Scroll down and click on the link that says “Photos.”  You can then click on the thumbnails to make each picture larger.
· After you have looked at several photos, describe the picture you think is the most powerful. EXPLAIN your answer!
     
·  “Holocaust Encyclopedia”
· In the search bar, look for “Introduction to the Holocaust.”  READ the whole article!
· Give a brief definition of “holocaust” IN YOUR OWN WORDS!
·      
· What other groups did the Nazis aim to eliminate besides those of the Jewish religion?
     
· What did the Nazis call their goal to eliminate the Jewish population?
     
· Go back to the main page and search for “Ghettos.”  READ the whole article!
· Describe the ghettos.
     
· Describe the living conditions of the ghetto.  
     
· Go back to the main page and search for “Nazi Camps.”  READ the whole article!
· What was the purpose of the Nazi concentration camps?
     
· Why was Poland the country selected to establish extermination camps?
     
· Visit the Personal Histories Page
On the left side of the page is a contents bar with categories such as “Aftermath”, “Camps”, “Children”, etc. Choose two videos from any of those pages to watch. For each video, write down a description of that person’s experience with the Holocaust.  You could write a list of descriptive words as you watch or watch and then write a description.


Video #1:      

Video #2:       
· The United States Holocaust Museum has a great deal of quality information about life before, during and after this horrific event.  Go back to the home page and click around the site. (Find three different pages with information that you did not already know, and describe your finding below IN YOUR OWN WORDS.  The tabs labeled “Learn” “Remember” and “Confront” can help to lead you to an area you are looking for.  

     
